Chairperson’s Address

Good evening everyone and welcome to Community Dialogue’s Steps into Dialogue project funded by the European Union’s PEACE 111 Programme. The overall goal of the project is to use dialogue as a mechanism that allows people affected by the conflict to deal with and address their past and to begin to understand the views and past of others.

One of the key elements of this project is Unravelling the Jargon which aims to take governmental policy and strategy and simplify these documents into ‘lay terms’. Our first document in this process is the report produced by the  Consultative Group on the Past known as the Eames Bradley document which will also be launched here tonight.

Community Dialogue has been in existence since 1997 and over the years has successfully brought together groups of people, from Northern Ireland and elsewhere, to dialogue about contentious political, social and economic issues. As an organisation we take no party political position, we facilitate dialogue processes.

We have organised residentials, one day seminars, morning, afternoon and evening dialogues throughout Northern Ireland and the border counties. Our mission statement sums up our core purpose, namely “To engage people at all levels in open and honest dialogue that encourages understanding.”
Our new project brings us to a new and exciting phase of our development and our Project Development Worker, Jim O’Neill, will outline to you in more detail what the project specifically involves. After that Bronagh Hinds, who is the author of the summary document on the Consultative Group on the Past, will provide you with an outline of the key issues that are contained in the document which you all have a copy of. We would then like you to break up into small groups to discuss one of the key recommendations from the document, namely, the establishment of a Legacy Commission.
Thank you all for attending this event and we hope that you will find the evening both informative and stimulating.

